
American Planning Association County Planning Newsletter |Page 1 

Volume 16  |  Issue 3           FALL 2023 

OUR MISSION:   

The County Planning Division 

of the APA seeks to strengthen 
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APA Consolidated Election Results 

Congratulations New Executive Committee Members! 

T hank you to all who participated in the APA 

consolidated elections over the tail end of  the 

summer. The elections yielded new leadership for the 

APA Board of  Directors, the AICP Commission, 

several state chapters and specialty divisions, and the 

Student Representatives Council. The County Division 

had three positions to fill, and despite not having any 

contested elections, our digital voter “turnout” was 

comparable to other divisions. 

Congratulations are due to Robert Hill (Chair-Elect), Andrew Devereaux 

(Treasurer), and Stephanie Donohue (Secretary) for winning election to the 

Executive Committee. Find out more about them in their bios on Page X. We look 

forward to their continued leadership in their new roles, which will take effect on 

January 1, 2024. This will coincide with Adam Bradford moving into the Chair 

position, and Michelle Fuson moving into the Immediate Past-Chair position. 

If  you missed out on the election cycle this year, there are still plenty of  

opportunities to volunteer your time advancing the mission of  the division. Please 

reach out to Michelle if  you would like to discuss how you might be able to help: 

mfuson@latahcountyid.gov. 

To see all results of  the consolidated elections, visit  www.planning.org/elections. 

mailto:daheinold@outlook.com
mailto:faicp04@msn.com
mailto:jacqui.kamp@clark.wa.gov
mailto:MBL08@ccgov.net
mailto:MBL08@ccgov.net
mailto:mfuson@latahcountyid.gov?subject=County%20Planning%20Division%20Inquiry
https://www.planning.org/elections/
https://www.planning.org/elections/
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Letter from the Chair 

A 
s fall moves its way through October, it is always a good reminder to me of 

how perspective affects our lives. The leaves enter their slow demise as they 

fall to the ground and litter the yards, roads, and sidewalks with their 

skeletons, leaving the trees bare and shivering in the wind. The night starts to push its 

way into the day, stealing the light and taking with it the warmth.  Alternatively, the 

leaves turn beautiful shades of red, orange, and yellow, before they make a crunchy 

blanket to walk on, and as days grow shorter, there is comfort in warm sweaters, fuzzy blankets, and pumpkin spice 

lattes. How we view the change in seasons is a matter of perspective. 

The bottom line is that our perspective is what drives us and drives our attitude.   

In planning, it is important to keep our perspective positive.  We face daily challenges of all sorts. We are incredibly 

busy, and our day to day jobs can be stressful. Recognizing the positive helps us to keep our perspective and to carry us 

through the harder times, and it reminds us of the good we are trying to do in the world.  

One way to try to find positivity is to look for “glimmers”.  Glimmers are small moments that bring feelings of joy, 

peace, or safety, and can bring light to even the darkest days. To me, glimmers help with perspective. They can spark 

from many sources: a new idea, a co-worker that tells you a funny story, a supervisor that gives you helpful feedback, an 

application that goes smoothly, a code change that everyone is for, a customer that is happy that you helped them.  You 

might have had a ridiculously busy day, but maybe someone shared a notepad with you or a co-worker brought you a 

coffee.  Look for those glimmers and appreciate them. The more you recognize the positive, the easier it is to see. 

Just as importantly, think about how you can provide a glimmer to someone’s day. When I was a child, I remember 

being so excited when the teacher would give out scratch and sniff stickers or candy. Those kind gestures have 

imprinted a fond memory that will stay with me forever. Every time you deliver a kindness, no matter how small, you 

have a bright positive effect in the world.   

The beautiful thing is that when you put a glimmer in the world, it shines back on you too. Whether you think it or not, 

you set an example to the people around you; someone is looking at you as a role model, and your perspective can have 

an effect on others’ perspectives, and that matters.  

So this week look for glimmers and recognize them. Give out glimmers to help others shine. Ask yourself how you can 

make a customer feel more comfortable, cheer up a co-worker, or do something extra for your supervisor. Compliment 

someone, change the paper towels at work, and resist the urge to gossip. Be the glimmer you would like to see in the 

world and see if recognizing these glimmers influences your perspective.   

And to all of you, please, have a very happy Autumn!  

 

Michelle Fuson 
Chair, County Planning Division 
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Stephanie Donahue - Secretary 

Stephanie has been a volunteer of the American Planning Association for a year, investing crucial time in 
the County, City, and Hazards divisions, helping to improve communications and membership. She is excit-
ed about the prospect of making more improvements from an executive role and actively serving our APA 
County members.  

A recent magna cum laude graduate, she balanced a full-time schedule while looking after her family during 
COVID. With ten years of experience serving small and medium-sized businesses, she is skilled at account-
ing, operations, project management, and business continuity. She has parlayed these skillsets toward emer-
gency management and community planning.  

As an Okie, she cherishes small town living, local culture, regional history, and hard work convictions. Her 
spouse hails from Worland, Wyoming and they have settled in Colbert, Washington with their brood of 
three. They love camping, football, motorsports, and public service projects. Team Rubicon is where Steph-
anie frequently spends her weekends, and she recently signed up to assist County EOCs during difficult 
times.  

“It is a pleasure to serve this division and I am excited about the years to come. Reach out if I can assist you 
on your professional journey, stephanie@chicanestrategies.com. I am also happy to connect on LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephdonahue/.” 

Robert W. Hill, SR, CEM® -  Chair-Elect 

Robert is the director of the County Development Department and Emergency Manager for Brookings 

County, SD.  Brookings County has a population of 35,603 humans, and 87,936 cattle and calves. He has 

been an APA member since 2001 and is also an International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) 

certified emergency manager and has worked for Brookings County for the past 24 years.  

During his time at Brookings County, he has been involved with the permitting of over 10 large Confined 

Animal Feeding Operations, Dairy, Hogs and Turkeys, four (4) wind farms with 180 turbines producing 363 

megawatts of energy and a 300-megawatt combined-cycle power plant. He served 20 years in the U.S. Army 

and after retirement earned a master's and bachelor’s degree in geography from South Dakota State Univer-

sity. He has been married for 44 years and has two children and two grandchildren. 

Andrew Devereux - Treasurer 

Andrew is a planner for Boone County Resource Management in Columbia, Missouri. His duties include 

overseeing the zoning ordinance for unincorporated Boone County, reviewing subdivision plats, and assist-

ing in administration of the County’s onsite wastewater program. He holds a master’s in urban and regional 

planning from Virginia Tech and a bachelor’s in geography from the University of Mary Washington. In his 

free time, he loves to read, play his guitar, and cheer on (and cry over) various Washington D.C. sports 

teams.  

Your Newly Elected Executive Committee Members 

mailto:stephanie@chicanestrategies.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephdonahue/
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W 
hen it comes to housing afforda-
bility, no matter what size your 
county, it’s likely a problem with 

no easy answers. Creativity is vital to the 
solution.  

NACo President Denise Winfrey kicked off 
the meeting, observing that “people who 
should be out and on their own are still in 
the basement, in spare rooms, still on the 
couch … because they can’t afford to go 
anywhere.” 

“Fresh out of school, they’re getting start-
ed, they don’t have the resources to afford 
anything decent to live in,” she noted. “I’m 
not talking about anything fancy, just a stu-
dio with a bathroom. It’s very expensive.” 

Like other counties across the country, 
Winfrey noted that in her community of 
Will County, Ill., where she is on the county 
board, residents are seeing fewer and fewer 

housing options.  

County officials explored answers to the 
housing affordability problem during a pan-
el discussion Saturday moderated by Valley 
County, Idaho Commissioner Sherry Mau-
pin, who co-chairs the NACo Housing 
Task Force. Even rural counties like hers, 
with a population of about 12,500, see 
housing challenges, she noted. 

Maupin noted that all counties need to find 
“common goals and solutions for a growing 
problem and throughout our time on the 
Housing Task Force, that’s exactly what 
we’ve been working to achieve.” 

In Mono County, California, we’re 94 per-
cent public lands, said Mono County Super-
visor Jennifer Kreitz, with some people 
living across the border in Nevada, where 
it’s cheaper to live.  

“We have to look at ‘OK, what are the 
needs? And how do we start chipping away 
at it, little by little? That is sometimes the 
best way, is incremental changes. We just 
set aside $2 million of our ARPA funds for 
housing in Mono County, so we’re trying to 
get four units here, five units there.” The 
county has a population of 13,000. “That’s 

really how we’re going to bring back hous-
ing for everyone.” 

When it comes to housing affordability, 
said panelist Williamson County, Texas 
Judge Bill Gravell, the size of your county 
doesn’t matter. “It doesn’t matter how 
small you are or how large you are,” said 
Gravell, whose county is located just north 
of Travis County with a population of more 
than 700,000.  

“What matters is how creative you are,” he 
said. 

“We work hard to fund our police force,” 
he said. “I’ll never forget the day I was rid-
ing with a deputy, and we were riding in a 
school zone. He said he and his wife loved 
the community but could not afford to live 
there.” 

Gravell said later he asked himself “What’s 
wrong with us?” 

The chief of police in Round Rock, Texas 
introduced Gravell to a police officer and 
his wife who had purchased 2.5 acres in a 
part of town that no one else wanted.  

“They began to build a tiny home commu-
nity of permanent houses, two-story homes, 

County Officials Urged to ‘Get Creative’ to Meet 

Housing Affordability Challenge  

Mono County, Calif. Supervisor Jennifer Kreitz describes her county's economic challenges Saturday morning during a panel discussion on housing affordability.  

Photo by Bob Daemmrich. Credit: National Association of Counties  

by MARY ANN 

BARTON 

County News Editor  

& Senior Writer 

NACo 

http://www.naco.org/resources/signature-projects/naco-housing-task-force
http://www.naco.org/resources/signature-projects/naco-housing-task-force
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880-square feet, your own driveway to park 
in. They built 28 units on the space. They 
were leased in 48 minutes. Only police offic-
ers, teachers, grad students and paramedics 
could live there.” 

During a meeting with other members of 
the NACo Housing Task Force, he told 
other county officials about the community. 
“And Sherry [Maupin] said ‘Judge, that’s 
hero housing.” 

Since then, Gravell said he brought builders 
and developers together. I’m proud to an-
nounce that we now have an association of 
home builders and developers in our area 
that have created a coalition called the Hero 
Housing Nonprofit. Their total capital in-
vestment is $65 million. By the end of next 
year, they’re putting 500 units on the 
ground.” 

“As a county leader, do not think you can-
not drive this train,” he said. “You don’t 
have to be a bully, you have to be a cheer-
leader. 

You have to get with the community and 

say ‘Hey, those cops who are protecting 
your subdivision, don’t they deserve to live 
in your subdivision? Those teachers teach-
ing at your elementary school, don’t they 
have the right to be able to live in that com-
munity?” 

Other creative ways of tackling the problem 
including purchasing unused county proper-
ty, was discussed by Commissioner Rene 
Flowers of Pinellas County, Fla., where the 
population stands at 968,000 and continues 
to grow.  

Her county made an inventory of all county 
buildings and property to find out if they 
could sell them to make way for affordable 
housing. 

“What property does the county own that is 
not being utilized? Let’s put that property 
back on the market.” In all, the county now 
has 11 properties in development after find-
ing county property that was going unused. 

Another factor that county officials need to 
consider, according to Washington County, 
Wis. Executive Josh Schoemann, is the 

growing number of Baby Boomers who are 
retiring.  

“The challenge is, what the next generation 
looks like,” he said. “If your community is 
like my community, as Baby Boomers leave 
the workforce, you’re going to have huge 
gaps in knowledge, but more than that, 
think what it’s going to do to our non-
profits, volunteer fire companies, all of the 
corporations and the communities them-
selves. Our county boardrooms will have 
the same problem.” 

Schoemann said “if we can’t solve this 
problem right now, do the math.” He noted 
that a young family in their 30s, making a 
combined income of $100,000 in his county 
only has 20 homes to choose from that are 
under $300,000 in a county with a popula-
tion of 140,000.  

“There’s nowhere for them to live,” he said. 

County Officials Urged to ‘Get Creative’ to Meet 

Housing Affordability Challenge  

Looking for more information on 

the overall health of  the US housing 

market? 

Consider checking out the National 

Housing Market Indicators report, 

published monthly by the US De-

partment of  Housing and Urban De-

velopment’s Office of  Policy Devel-

opment and Research. 

https://www.naco.org/articles/texas-county-prioritizes-housing-public-sector-workers
https://www.naco.org/articles/texas-county-prioritizes-housing-public-sector-workers
https://www.naco.org/articles/texas-county-prioritizes-housing-public-sector-workers
http://www.naco.org/articles/wisconsin-county-invests-housing-next-generation
http://www.naco.org/articles/wisconsin-county-invests-housing-next-generation
https://www.naco.org/
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/ushmc/hmi-update.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/ushmc/hmi-update.html
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O 
ne of  the most important ethical principles for APA plan-

ning professionals is to consistently participate in profes-

sional education. Evolving trends in the economy, archi-

tecture, transportation, housing, and social impacts, 

among others, require planners to be constantly learning 

in order to provide the best analysis and recommendations to decision-

makers, clients, and the general public. 

Training opportunities for planning education are abundant, and include 

resources such as APA Learn and annual planning conferences. Another 

excellent source of  education in the Planning Webcast Series, a series of  

webinars on planning topics established and organized by the Ohio Chapter of  the APA. 

The series offers a lot of  value to the planning community. Need credits to sustain your AICP credential? 

Over 50 hours of  credit-eligible content is provided each year. Budget tight this year for training opportu-

nities? Due to the sponsorship of  many APA chapters, webinar participation is free. Can’t attend the live 

broadcast? Each session is recorded and made available on-demand, which is particularly helpful if  you 

are looking to organize a group training with staff  or other leaders that may require annual planning 

training in your state. Looking for more information on a very specific topic? The series maintains an ar-

chive of  all previous webinars (over 450 already!) on its Youtube page.  

 

 

 

 

Training Toolkit: Planning Webcast Series 

https://www.planning.org/apalearn/
https://www.ohioplanning.org/aws/APAOH/pt/sp/webcast_home_page
https://www.youtube.com/planningwebcast
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If  you’ve ever been part of  a team tasked with revising a zoning code, whether it’s add-

ing a new provision or redrafting the whole code, invariably the same question comes 

up: “How are other jurisdictions regulating this?” A goal of  an ambitious project out of  Cor-

nell University’s Legal Constructs Lab is to make answering that question a bit easier, for 

everyone. The National Zoning Atlas is leveraging researchers, donations, and volunteer 

code evaluation teams to compile a geo-coded repository of  land use regulation to 

“enable comparisons across jurisdictions, illuminate regional and statewide trends, and 

strengthen national planning for housing production, transportation infrastructure, and 

climate response.” 

To learn more, check out the project website and the state atlases already underway. 

Don’t see your state listed? You can pull together a team to get involved! 

zoningatlas.org   

National Zoning Atlas online at zoningatlas.org 

Creating a National Zoning Atlas 

https://www.zoningatlas.org/
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Blaine County , ID - Commissioners Consider New Airport Zoning 

Overlay (mtexpress.com) 

Botetourt County, VA - County Wins Pair of APA Awards 

(theroanoker.com) 

Bryan County, GA - Commissioners Pass Moratorium on Rezonings 

As Hyundai Plant Sparks Demand (wjcl.com) 

Clarke County, VA - Supervisors Seek Ban on New Solar Power Plants (nvdaily.com) 

Fairfield County, SC - Construction Begins on Affordable Teacher Housing Village (postandcourier.com) 

Georgetown County, SC - Council Nixes Public Hearings for Multi-Family Developments (postandcourier.com) 

Kent County, MD - Commissioners Resolve to Include Cannabis Sales Into Zoning Code (myeasternshoremd.com) 

Lincoln County, NE - Commissioners to Discuss Wind Energy Zoning Changes (northplattebulletin.com) 

Louisa County, IA - Supervisors Consider 5,500-acre Solar Farm Project (mississippivalleypublishing.com) 

Milwaukee County, WI -  MCDOT Takes  “Safe Streets Roadshow” to Municipalities (dailyreporter.com) 

Mohave County, AZ - Proposed Zoning Change Would Allow Chickens on All Residential Land (planetizen.com) 

Monterey County, CA - Recovery Planning Committee Launched to Rebuild Pajaro (ksbw.com) 

Oneida County, NY - $2 Million Investment in Broadband Expansion Announced (ocgov.net) 

Pierce County, WA - Council to Repeal Zoning Ordinances Meant for Housing Community for the Housing Insecure 

(thenewstribune.com) 

Prince William County, VA - Planning Commission Considers Permitting Gun Sales Out of A Single-Family Home 

(insidenova.com)  

Pulaski County, AR - Designs Unveiled for Housing Community to Serve the Housing Insecure (arkansasonline.com) 

Rockingham County, NC - Community Debates Proposed Casino (wfmynews2.com) 

Sarasota County, FL - Plans Made to Spend $202 Million in Hurricane Ian Recovery Funds (heraldtribune.com) 

Skagit County, WA - Proposed Change Pits Agriculture Against Agritourism (spokesman.com) 

Sonoma County, CA - Supervisors Approve Local Coastal Plan (sonomacounty.ca.gov) 

Yankton County, SD - Commissioners Approve Temporary Zoning Controls for Solar Farms (yankton.net) 

  

    

  

  

Counties in the News 

Exciting or intriguing news to share? Let us know! 

Email the County Planning Newsletter Editor: jonathan.buono@yorkcountygov.com 

https://www.mtexpress.com/news/blaine_county/county-to-mull-new-airport-zoning-ordinance-next-week/article_82a3bfb8-1c46-11ee-82af-97c53bd5cec6.html
https://www.mtexpress.com/news/blaine_county/county-to-mull-new-airport-zoning-ordinance-next-week/article_82a3bfb8-1c46-11ee-82af-97c53bd5cec6.html
https://theroanoker.com/blogging/behind-the-page/botetourt-county-wins-american-planning-association-awards/
https://theroanoker.com/blogging/behind-the-page/botetourt-county-wins-american-planning-association-awards/
https://www.wjcl.com/article/bryan-county-presses-pause-on-new-zoning-requests-as-hyundai-continues-to-boom/44522263
https://www.wjcl.com/article/bryan-county-presses-pause-on-new-zoning-requests-as-hyundai-continues-to-boom/44522263
https://www.nvdaily.com/nvdaily/clarke-county-seeking-to-ban-new-solar-power-plants/article_881caa87-7f39-5999-8749-f878b9dbdc83.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/columbia/construction-on-affordable-teacher-housing-village-gets-underway-in-fairfield-county/article_300f3ad2-322d-11ee-8d8d-83c462dc9fcf.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/georgetown/news/georgetown-county-nixes-planning-commission-hearings-for-multifamily-housing/article_9061ceaa-2b1f-11ee-840b-c7c55287dd91.html
https://www.myeasternshoremd.com/kent_county_news/news/commissioners-adopt-resolution-to-encompass-recreational-cannabis-into-zoning/article_3f167e13-c48f-505d-a393-847ffe2b85e0.html
https://northplattebulletin.com/county-commissioners-to-discuss-wind-energy-zoning-changes/
https://www.mississippivalleypublishing.com/daily_democrat/louisa-county-supervisors-discuss-5-500-acre-solar-energy-project/article_c4c9856c-2664-11ee-90b2-8323822ba12b.html
https://dailyreporter.com/2023/08/04/milwaukee-county-will-host-safe-streets-roadshow-public-engagement-sessions-for-rest-of-summer/
https://www.planetizen.com/news/2023/07/124444-residential-zoning-changes-make-room-chickens
https://www.ksbw.com/article/monterey-county-looks-at-a-long-term-recovery-planning-committee-to-rebuild-pajaro/44718433
https://ocgov.net/news/picente-announces-2-million-in-broadband-expansion-projects/
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article277639878.html
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article277639878.html
https://www.insidenova.com/headlines/county-planning-commission-advances-single-family-home-gun-shop-near-manassas/article_fdaecba4-3216-11ee-9d74-379faba7cd69.html
https://www.insidenova.com/headlines/county-planning-commission-advances-single-family-home-gun-shop-near-manassas/article_fdaecba4-3216-11ee-9d74-379faba7cd69.html
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2023/aug/04/housing-for-the-homeless-outlined-in-county-plans/
https://www.wfmynews2.com/article/news/local/people-discuss-proposal-for-rockingham-county-casino/83-79e4fe9a-20a0-46b9-a6df-f114cc976cc9
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=newssearch&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwix3OWJ1sOAAxVxFlkFHRhmBBQ4ChDF9AEoAHoECA4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heraldtribune.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fsarasota%2F2023%2F07%2F31%2Fsarasota-county-makes-
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2023/aug/03/in-rural-washington-county-farm-owners-split-over-/
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/sonoma-county-supervisors-approve-local-coastal-plan
https://www.yankton.net/community/article_48a24bb4-30e5-11ee-9ad3-17d0bfd9b7cb.html
mailto:jonathan.buono@yorkcountygov.com?subject=County%20Planning%20Newsletter

